BAVARIA: 1923.

Folklore has it that they gave
Max Friz a stove to take the chil
out of his office. And in return
Friz gave them the design for a
new kind of motorcycle engine.

They,"” of course, were the
| owners of the Bavarian Motor
‘ Works in Munich, Germany. And

Max Friz was their chief engineer.

The stove he received was

| considered to be, in the office

| politics of 1923 Germany,

a major status symbol. And the
engine he created as a token
of appreciation was to become
the foundation of all BMW
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| motorc \,( le design.
- Thehorizontally opposed twin.|
} Ingeniously simple. Perfectly bal-
ar 1ced. Possessed of an extraor
dinarily low center of gravity.
PARIS: LATER THAT YEAR.
The first motorcycle to sport
Friz's revolutionary engine was
| unveiled at the prestigious Paris
Motor Show of 1923.
[t was, not surprisingly, the
| rage of the exhibition.
| Not solely because 1t cra-
dled the opposed twin-cylinder
engine however. For this ma-
chine bore another break-
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' an equal share of the limelight.
Running from 113( rankcase |
to its rear hub, you see, was
the first fully refined drive shaft |
| ever seenona motorcycle, ‘
| This remarkably advanced
| bike was dubbed the R32. And
| n the words of the motorcycle |
historian L.J.K. Setright “it in-
jected a measure of civilization |
| Intoana 1|\/|WUL‘1Hl id always
| shown a tinge of barbarity.”
| AMERICA: 1982
While the times have drasti-
cally changed, the opinion that
aficionados have of the BMW ‘
| motorcycle certainly has not.

AT



OF GERMANY.

Motorcycles that
tain high speeds, not merely dt
tain thpm Whose fhmv to hold |

Cycle Guide writes: “Overall
It is perfectly tullurHJ for your
Dcm civiized, discriminating,
blue-blooded rider who under:

stands the difference between |
| their ability to whisk over it

a one-dimensional motorcycle
and one with character”

It has never been the mis-
sion of BMW engineers to build
unguided missiles:

Motorcycles that thunder
down the straightaways only to
turn into millstones through
curves. Or into jackhammers
over bumps.

It is their goal Instead to
build complete machines.
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To this end, there is no en-
gine configuration in existence
that is more desirable than the
horizontally opposed twin.

Still ingeniously simple. Per-
fectly balanced. Possessed of
an extraordinarily low center of
gravity. And the recipient of
continuous refinement by gen-
erations of BMW engineers for
the past 58 years

The price of all this refine-
mpul’ﬁedu tably high, ranging
ﬂom $3.600to $7: ;OO ex-
cluding local shipping charges
and state taxes. But the evolu

| tion of the BMW has been so

thoroughly impressive that ac-
cording to the historian Setright:
“The modern BMW is not a
motorcycle. It is aninhentance.”
An inheritance bequeathed

by Max Friz. An engineer with

motorcycles.

And, of course, a
tremendous appre-
clation of warm stoves.

' a particular genius for designing |



